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Today, one of the most creative developments in Syrian monasticism 
is taking place at Deir Mar Musa, northwest of Damascus. The com-
munity is self-consciously grounded in the tradition of hospitality that 
made late antique monasteries vibrant meeting places for Christians 
and Muslims throughout West Asia. Taking Deir Mar Musa as my 
inspiration, I will examine some of the diverse ways in which Christi-
anity first took root in the region by providing social, cultural and re-
ligious points of convergence that survived well into the first centuries 
of Islamic rule. 
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Gäste sind herzlich willkommen! 


