From anonymous course reviews of the 2025 session:

It was organized on a really high level! The whole school - from the applying process
through the sessions and seminars to the end of the school was smooth. Our time in
Vienna and at the Department of Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies was full of hard
and fruitful work, interesting activities and great memories. | am very glad that even
though | was not very experienced in Byzantine Greek | had the chance to attend and to
learn from Cosimo and John, and also from the guest lecturers. This Byzantine Greek
Summer School is for sure an event that | would recommend to colleagues of mine that
are interested.

At a time when it feels as though there is a general contraction in academia, and where
summer schools are either exclusively online or disappearing altogether, the Vienna
Summer School stands apart as a truly unique opportunity to not only meet and learn,
in-person, with a diverse and inter-disciplinary cohort, but also benefit from the vast
range of expertise offered by the various academic institutions in Vienna.

In general the Summer School gave me completely new socio-linguistical perspective
and made me realise that Byzantine Greek is not just "erroneous"” Classical Greek. It
was super interesting to experience the co-working of students coming from so different
backgrounds. Overall: top notch!

It was a great opportunity. Fantastic program and organization, fun and interesting texts
from such a wide timespan and different registers. | learned so much. Would definitely
recommend!

It was intense but extremely interesting and useful. | assess it as an extraordinary
opportunity to know new texts and to improve the knowledge of the language. Totally
satisfied!

This summer school was very beneficial to my studies, as it introduced a wide range of
primary sources in Byzantine literature. The seminars and trips offered opportunities to
learn about other disciplines and to engage with prominent scholars in those fields.
Overall, it provided an academically open environment where one could learn without
feeling peer pressure.



The reading sessions offered a really diverse range of texts which allowed me to fully
appreciate the range of registers which one can find in Byzantine literature, a fact which
| had not fully come to understand through the course of my own research.

Furthermore, Cosimo's and John's teaching of the various grammatical and syntactic
concepts associated with these different registers, in conjunction with the fantastic notes
in their reader, left me with a far firmer understanding of Byzantine Greek than before
the summer school.

This was more than a useful academic experience. The texts you chose left a strong
impression and the commentary you wrote was wonderful and very approachable, your
pedagogical attitudes brought me to rethink about things | want to do when | teach the
languages, and the atmosphere was just very respectful and fun. | think my Greek
improved a lot in these two weeks, more than | hoped it would. If you offer the summer
school again | will surely recommend it to my friends from my department. | am not a
Byzantinist but now | am kind of confused as to whether | want to be one.

| developed skills in analyzing and working with a variety of texts. Translating texts into
a non-native language was also a particularly valuable experience. | found the group
work highly engaging and appreciated the lecturers’ method of interacting with individual
groups. This provided opportunities to ask further questions and enabled the lecturer to
check our understanding more directly. Close attention to grammatical and linguistic
nuances was another major strength of the sessions.

It was great to hear from the scholars themselves talk about their research and be able
to ask them questions. The museum visits were very interesting and brought variety into
the program. It was great to see the manuscripts of the texts we were working on. Great
program!



