
University of Vienna 
Byzantine Greek Summer School 

14–25 July 2025 
 

Week 1 
Monday, July 14 
 
9.30–10.00. Welcome (Christophe Erismann), second welcome (Cosimo & John) & Meet and 
Greet 
 
10.00–11.00. Introduction 
Resources for Byzantine Greek, with library tour (Cosimo & John) 
 
11.00–11.30. Coffee break 
 
11.30–13.00. Language session 1.1 
 
Euthymios of Mt. Athos, Barlaam and Ioasaph 5, ll. 71-126 
 
Edition: R. Volk, Die Schriften des Johannes von Damaskos. VI/2. Historia animae utilis de 
Barlaam et Joasaph (spuria): Text und zehn Appendices. Berlin – New York: De Gruyter, 2006. 
 
Optional reading: Robert Volk, ‘From the Desert to the Holy Mountain: The Beneficial Story of 
Barlaam and Ioasaph’, in Carolina Cupane, Bettina Krönung (eds.), Fictional Storytelling in the 
Medieval Eastern Mediterranean and Beyond. Leiden – Boston: Brill, 401-426. 
 
12.30–14.30. Lunch break 
 
14.30–16.00. Language session 1.2 
 
Kassia, Gnomic verses A35-55, C43-62 
 
Edition: K. Krumbacher, ‘Epigramme der Kasia’, Sitzungsberichte der bayerischen Akademie 
der Wissenschaften, Philosoph.-phil. und hist. Kl. 1 (1897), 357–368. 
 
Optional reading: T. Arentzen, ‘Kassia the Poet’, in Kassia: Yüreklendiren sözler/Words of 
Encouragement, ed. Meral Akkent et al. (Istanbul: 2024), 60–73.  
 
17.00. Welcome aperitivo 
 
Tuesday, July 15 
 
9.30–11.00. Language session 2.1 
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Prayers from the Euchologia 
 
Edition: S. Parenti and E. Velkovska, L’eucologio Barberini gr. 336, Omsk: Golovanov, 2011. 
 
Optional reading: see preparatory reading for the seminar with Claudia Rapp 
 
11.00–11.30. Coffee break 
 
11.30–13.00. Language session 2.2 
 
Demetrios Chomatenos, Various works n. 139 
 
Edition: G. Prinzing, Πονήματα διάφορα. Berlin: De Gruyter, 2002. 
 
Optional reading: Claudia Rapp, Brother-Making in Late Antiquity and Byzantium. Monks, 
Laymen and Christian Ritual. Oxford: Oxford University Press, esp. 242–246. 
 
12.30–14.30. Lunch break 
 
14.30–16.00. Seminar with Claudia Rapp (University of Vienna/Austrian Academy of 
Sciences) 
 
Preparatory reading:  C. Rapp – E. Afentoulidou – D. Galadza – I. Nesseris – G. Rossetto – E. 
Schiffer, ‘Byzantine Prayer Books as Sources for Social History and Daily Life,’ Jahrbuch der 
Österreichischen Byzantinistik 67 (2017) 173–211. 
 
 
Wednesday, July 16 
 
9.30–11.00. Language session 3.1 
 
Romanos the Melode, On the sinful woman  
 
Edition: J. Grosdidier de Matons, Romanos le Mélode. Hymnes, vol. 3 (Paris: 1965), no. 21. 
 
Further reading: Derek Krueger, Liturgical Subjects: Christian Ritual, Biblical Narrative, and the 
Formation of the Self in Byzantium. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2014, esp. 
29–66. 
 
11.00–11.30. Coffee break 
 
11.30–13.00. Language session 3.2 
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Aetius of Amida, Tetrabiblos (Iatricorum libri), 16.16-17 & Akolouthia  
 
Edition: (1) S. Zervos (ed.), Gynaekologie des Aëtios, Leipzig 1901; (2) Patrologia Graeca 88, 
col. 1904, line 13ff. = J. Morin, Commentarius historicus de disciplina in administratione 
sacramenti poenitentiae…, Paris 1651, pp. 83-4. 
 
Further reading:  
 
12.30–14.30. Lunch break 
 
14.30–16.00. Seminar with Larisa Ficulle Santini (Austrian Academy of Sciences) 
 
Preparatory reading: Handout of primary sources 
 
16.00–16.15. Break 
 
16.15–17.00. Optional. PhD and Postdoc funding. Doctoral and postdoctoral fellowships in the 
EU funded by national research funds: FWF & FWO Postdoctoral Fellowships (Cosimo and 
Larisa Ficulle Santini)  
 
Thursday, July 17 
 
9.30–12.00. Visit to the Manuscript Collection of the Austrian National Library with Giulia 
Rossetto (University of Vienna) 
 
12.00–13.30. Lunch break 
 
13.30–15.00. Language session 4 
 
Theodore Prodromos, Ptochoprodromica 1.1–25, 42–74 
 
Edition: H. Eideneier, Ptochoprodromos. Cologne: Romiosini, 1991 
 
15.00–15.30. Coffee break 
 
Office hours & time to work in the library 
 
Friday, July 18 
 
9.30–11.00. Language session 5.1 
 
Two Papyrus Letters (4th c.) 
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Edition: (1) G. Tibiletti, Le lettere private nei papiri greci del III e IV secolo d.C. (Milan: 1979), no. 
28; (2) M. Paul, ‘CPR VIII 52 komplettiert: Brief der Therpe an ihren Vater’, Analecta 
Papyrologica 4 (1992), 75–78. 
 
Optional reading: R. S. Bagnall and R. Cribiore, Women’s Letters from Ancient Egypt. Ann 
Arbor: University of Michigan Press 2006, 205–6 and 237–38. 
 
11.00–11.30. Coffee break 
 
11.30–13.00. Language session 5.2 
 
Psellos, Letter 39 
 
Edition: S. Papaioannou, ed., Michael Psellus. Epistulae (Berlin: 2019). 
 
Optional reading: M. Jeffreys, ‘Michael Psellos and ‘His Emperors’: Fact, Fiction, and Genre’, in 
History as Literature in Byzantium, ed. R. Macrides (Aldershot: 2010), 73–91. 
 
14.30–16.30. Visit to the Papyrus Museum (Bernhard Palme, University of Vienna / Director, 
Papyrus Museum of the Austrian National Library) 
 
Feedback survey 
 
Week 2 
Monday, July 21 
 
9.30–11.00. Language session 6.1 
 
The young girl and the old man 1–56 (from Vind. Theol. Gr. 244) 
 
Edition: Ireen Beijerman - Arnold van Gemert, Uitgehuwelijkt aan een oude man. Een 
vroegnieuwgrieks gedicht. Kritische editie, vertaling met Inleiding, commentaar en woordenlijst. 
Amsterdam: University of Amsterdam 2006. 
 
Optional reading: A. van Gemert, Η κακοπαντρεμένη. Thessalonike: Ινστιτούτο Νεοελληνικών 
Σπουδών 2010. 
 
11.00–11.30. Coffee break 
 
11.30–13.00. Language session 6.2 
 
John Chortasmenos, Epitaphios for Andreas and Manual Asan 1–12, 105–135t, 363–390 
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Edition: Herbert Hunger: Johannes Chortasmenos (ca. 1370 – ca. 1436/37). Briefe, Gedichte 
und kleine Schriften. Einleitung, Regesten, Prosopographie, Text. Böhlau, Wien 1969. 
 
Optional reading: (though touches only tangentially on the threnos) Florin Leonte, 
’Representations of Light in John Chortasmenos’ Rhetoric. A Comparison of Verse and Prose 
Compositions’, in Krystina Kubina (ed.), Poetry in Late Byzantium. Leiden – Boston: Brill, 
92–119. 
 
13.00–14.30. Lunch break 
 
14.30–16.00.Seminar with Krystina Kubina (University of Vienna) 
 
Preparatory reading: Krystina Kubina, ‘Tuning the pen: poetry writing and patronage networks 
around the end of the Byzantine empire’. Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies 47.1 (2023), 
18–36. 
 
Tuesday, July 22 (at Central European University) 
 
9.30–11.00. Language session 7.1 
 
Anikia Iouliana, St. Polyeuktos Epigram (6th c.) 
 
Edition: 
H. Beckby, Anthologia Graeca, vol. 1. Munich: 1965. 
 
Optional reading: 
M. Whitby, ‘The St Polyeuktos Epigram (AP 1.10): A Literary Perspective’, in Greek Literature in 
Late Antiquity, ed. S. F. Johnson (Aldershot: 2006), 159–88. 
 
11.00–11.30. Coffee break 
 
11.30–13.00. Language session 7.2 
 
John of Damascus, On the images 2.1 and 1.24 ≈ 2.16 
 
Edition: P.B. Kotter, Die Schriften des Johannes von Damaskos. Vol. 3. Berlin: De Gruyter, 1975. 
 
Optional reading: A. Alexakis, ‘The Modesty Topos and John of Damascus As a Not-So-Modest 
Author’, Byzantinische Zeitschrift 97 (2004), 521–530 
 
13.00–14.30. Lunch break 
 
14.30–16.00. Seminar with Cristian-Nicolae Gaşpar (Central European University) 
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TBD 
 
Wednesday, July 23 
 
9.30–11.00. Language session 8.1 
 
Anna Komnene, History, Proem 
 
Edition: D. R. Reinsch and A. Kambylis, Annae Comnenae Alexias, vol. 1. Berlin: De Gruyter 
2001. 
 
Optional reading: L. Neville, Anna Komnene: The Life and Work of a Medieval Historian. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press 2016. 
 
11.00–11.30. Coffee break 
 
11.30–13.00. Language session 8.2 
 
Anna Komnene, History 12.3.2–6 + Metaphrasis 
 
Edition: H. Hunger, Anonyme Metaphrase zu Anna Komnene, Alexias XI-XIII.  Vienna: 
Österreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften, 1981. 
 
Optional reading: see preparatory reading for the seminar with Alexander Riehle 
 
12.30–14.30. Lunch break 
 
14.30–16.00. Seminar with Alexander Riehle (Harvard University) 
 
16.00–16.15. Break 
 
16.15–17.00. Optional: Applying to US graduate programs (Alexander Riehle and John Kee) 
 
Thursday, July 24 
 
9.30–11.00. Language session 9.1 
 
Inscription for a Mouseion – Ampelios (4th c.) 
Epigram on the Limburg Staurotheke – Basil Lekapenos (10th. c) 
Manuel Philes, Epigram on an Enkolpion (14th c.) 
 
Edition: (1) IG IV 53 = IG IV² 2, 786. (2) Andreas Rhoby, Byzantinische Epigramme in 
Inschriftlicher Überlieferung. Band 2: Byzantinische Epigramme auf Ikonen und Objekten der 
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Kleinkunst. Vienna: Verlag der Österreichischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, 2010. (3) E. 
Miller, Manuelis Philae Carmina. Paris, 1855-1857, 2:85–6. 
 
Optional reading: (1) Louis Robert, Hellenica IV. Épigrammes du Bas-Empire. Paris: Librairie 
d'Amérique et d’Orient. 1948, 5–34. (2) Bred Hostetler, ‘The Limburg Staurotheke: A 
Reassessment’. Athanor 30: 7–13. (3) Ivan Drpić, ‘The Enkolpion: Object, Agency, Self’. Gesta 
57.2 (2018), 197–224. 
 
11.00–11.30. Coffee break 
 
11.30–13.00. Seminar with Andreas Rhoby (Austrian Academy of Sciences) 
 
Preparatory reading: Andreas Rhoby, ‘Inscriptions and the Byzantine beholder. The perception 
of script’, Marc D. Lauxtermann, Ida Toth (eds.), Inscribing texts in Byzantium. Continuities and 
Transformations. London: Routledge, 107–121. 
 
12.30–14.30. Lunch break 
 
14.30–16.00. Language session 9.2 
 
TBD by group vote 
 
16.00–16.15. Break 
 
16.15–17.00. Optional. Focus group on Byzantine Greek reader  
 
Friday, July 24 
 
9.30–11.00. Language session 10.1 
 
George Gemisthos Pletho, Book of Laws 3.34.1 
 
Edition: R. Brague, Pléthon: Traité des Lois (Paris: 1982). 
 
Optional reading: V. Hladký, The Philosophy of George Gemistos Plethon: Platonism in Late 
Byzantium, between Hellenism and Orthodoxy (Farnham: 2014). 
 
11.00–11.30. Coffee break 
 
11.30–13.00. Language session 10.2 
 
TBD by group vote 
 
12.30–14.30. Lunch break 
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14.30–16.00. Group discussion on Byzantine studies and Byzantine literature from the 
perspective of the participants.  
 
16.00. Closing reception 
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