The various phases of life and their manifestations in theory and social
reality constitute a well-established area of research in the fields of western
medieval studies and ancient history. In this respect the Byzantine East has been
widely neglected. This symposium will focus on the Byzantine experience of
adolescence, which may be defined as the biological transition from childhood to
adulthood as well as the social and psychological experience of leaving the care of
parents, guardians and family groups and the gradual integration into adult society.

The symposium aims at elucidating this phenomenon by addressing a variety of
questions, from diverse disciplinary viewpoints. Issues for discussion may
include: the characteristics and descriptive terminology of adolescence; the prevailing
attitude of adults towards adolescents; their role and position in society; the conflict of
generations and its articulation in expression of doubts, criticism, youth culture.
Another set of questions relates to the mechanisms of transition from one stage to another:
departure from the family, preparation for the next stage through education, marriage and
monastic orders as a new entry point, social and religious rites of passage, the integration
of people coming of age into social structures and professional organisations. All of these
experiencesvaryaccordingto gender, social strata, and depending on the historical period.

The symposium aims at contributing to a more accurate definition and a better
understanding of all mentioned problems and to show future trajectories for research.

The symposium as well as the project are funded by the FWF Austrian Science Fund.
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